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Gondhali or professional ballad-singer in the neighbouring
town of Tuljapur. Two years later the Rajput died, but
the boy atayiH.1 on at Tuljapur and is still there or some-
where in the neighbourhood."

The king could hardly believe his ears. He had Tarabai's
own statement recorded in writing by Govindrao Chitnis
and he demanded of her what witnesses she could call to
support her incredible tale. Tarabai bade her nephew
send for Bhagwantrao. The king sent him a message,
commanding his instant presence at Satara. On his arrival
the king cross-examined him closely and found that in all
particulars he supported Tarabai. Even so the king was
not satisfied. He bade Jagjivan, the Pratinidhi, take
Bhagwantrao to Mahuli, where the Krishna and Yenna
rivers join. There Jagjivan was to make Bhagwantrao
take water from the holy Krishna in his hand and swear
that Tarabai's tale was true, This Bhagwantrao did. The
king at last convinced that Tarabai's grandson still lived,
sent for Govindrao Chitnis and told him that in view of
Tarabai's statement, there could no longer be any question
of an adoption. The crown must on his own demise pass
to the young prince. Tarabai had given him his grand-
father^ name Rajaram, but to distinguish him from her
husband had inverted the two component parls of his name
and had always called him Kiimraja, the name by which he
is known in history. Sakwarbai, who had hoped as the
adoptive mother of a young king to enjoy a long spell of
power, burst into a passion of rage. Denouncing Ramraja
as an impostor, she wrote to Sambhaji of Kolhapur, begging
him to take instant steps to wave the kingdom, by adopting
Mudhoji Bhosle and by claiming on Shahu's death the
whole kingdom of Maharashtra for himself and his adopted
son. Nor was her action confined to correspondence.
She won over the Pratinidhi, who, in spite of Bhagwantrao's
oath, doubted his story and she ordered Yamaji Shivdev,
formerly in the employ of Shripatrao, and now her own
confidential agent, to assassinate the Peshwa, The plot